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2020 | Bringing the Magic of the Arts to Children during Covid 
 

Breanna’s Gift completed its 13th year of bringing the arts to children with cancer and other serious illnesses, and  
it is safe to say, our most challenging year to date. All in-person classes at Ronald McDonald House Charities-Upper 
Midwest, Children’s Minnesota and our new hospital, Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare, came to a halt in  
March 2020.  You can imagine the closings presented even more separation for hospitalized children and their  
families as they were insulated and protected from Covid-19.  
 

Clearly our program could not continue in the same way, and yet the need to provide art experiences became so  
much more important. 
 

Art Takeout™ projects for children too sick to join group classes were in high demand. All playrooms were closed,  
visitations restricted, and everyone had to stay in their rooms. Breanna’s Gift delivered Art Takeout projects  
(and almost 2,300 smiles) to seriously ill children in the Twin Cities as well as 
those in children's hospitals in Rochester, Minnesota, California, Florida, Texas, 
Virginia, and Wisconsin. 
 

In addition to Art Takeout, we wanted to find another way to bring the arts  
to hospitalized children. After extensive creative collaboration Art Take2™,  
a library of video arts classes, was born. Classes in visual arts, music, dance and 
performing arts provide an arts experience in a new, engaging way. Each video 
released includes packaged supplies for items that might not be readily  
available at the facilities. Breanna’s Gift created thirteen Art Take2 videos  
from May through December of 2020. Seven videos were distributed before the 
end of 2020 to 7 of the hospitals and home-away-from-home facilities we serve. 
Some locations show the videos via closed circuit programming, so we are  
unable to account for their actual numbers; others classes were streamed  
directly to nearly 400 children.  
 

The numbers this year look a little different, but our ability to engage as many  
children as possible was still there. From January through March of 2020, 250 children participated in our in-person 
classes. Children in dance classes received more than 70 gifts including tap shoes, ballet slippers, tutus, costumes for 
boys and girls, beanie babies, castanets and more. 
 

We brought dance and visual arts classes to 60 kids at Camp Quality (formerly Camp VIP), a week-long virtual camp 
experience for kids and their siblings who are or have been cancer patients at Children’s Minnesota.  
Virtual classes are a different kind of experience, but that does not exclude the element of fun.  
 
 
 
Marsha Ovitz, Founder and Program Director 
 

 



2020 |  A Virtual Experience for All 
 

We are happy to report another strong year of fundraising and support from a diverse group of funding sources. Our 
annual Breanna’s Star event raised over $50,000. 
 

Once again we were fortunate to receive a $5,000 grant from the Metropolitan Regional Arts Council, made possible by  
Minnesota voters thanks to a legislature appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund.   
 

In November, Give to the Max Day campaign contributed significantly to our individual contributions, raising close  
to $25,000.  
 

We are grateful for our artist/teachers, board of directors, volunteers and staff who all contribute much more than what 
could be possibly portrayed in an annual report. They make Breanna’s Gift’s mission possible and are the heart of what 
we do for children and their families.  
 

Thank you for being such an important part of our smile initiative.  
 

 
 
 
Heather Christopherson, Executive Director 
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ADVISORS 
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Breanna's Gift is a non-profit organization that funds an arts  
program offering dance, art, music and performing arts  classes  
and workshops for children with cancer and other serious illnesses. 
We cover the cost of teachers, dance shoes, costumes and materials 
for music, visual and performing arts. Our program is free to the  
families and facilities we serve. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Breanna's Gift 
4046 23rd Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55407  

 
www.breannasgift.org 
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December 31, 2020 (unaudited) 
 

 

 

Revenue 
Fundraising, Donations, Gifts 

Events (net of expenses $46,280)* $      67,384 
Program & Administrative **  48,997 
Grants, Corporate Giving  48,227 
Individuals  39,260 
 

Total Revenue $   203,868 
 

Expenses 
Program $     111,410 
Fundraising  15,925 
Administrative  25,782 
 

Total Expenses ** $     153,117 
 

Net Revenue $     50,751 
 

 

Current Assets 
Cash $ 156,124 
Receivables  16,915 
Prepaid Expense  1,496 
 

Total Current Assets $ 174,535 
 

Current Liabilities 
Accounts Payable $ 1,474 
Accrued Liabilities  1,072 
 

Total Current Liabilities $ 2,546 
 
Net Assets $ 171,989 

 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 174,535 
 
Net Assets  
December 31, 2019 $ 119,607 
December 31, 2020 $ 171,989 
 
 

*Includes in‐kind goods and services valued at $36,126 
**Includes in‐kind goods and services valued at $48,049 

 


